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this done till after finding many difficulties in their
other way, they saw evidently they could not do
without him, could not accomplish their mischievous
desires by other methods, and that this way it was
to be done.

Not but that the Devil was very ready, when he
found himself made necessary; I say, he was very
ready to come into the schemes when proposed,
and to serve us in our occasion, and that with a
willingness which was extremely obliging; which
showed him to be a person of abundance of com-
plaisance, and mighty willing to engage us, whatever
it cost him; as much as to say, he was glad he could
serve us, was ready to do his utmost for us, andthelike.

Now to go back briefly to the occasion which
brought the magicians to the necessity of seeking
to him for assistance, and to take him into the ma-
nagement of their affairs; the case was, in short,
this: the world, as I have said already, began to be
wiser than the ages before them; the ordinary ma-
gic of the former ages would not pass any longer
for wisdom; and if the wise men, as they were
called, did not daily produce some new discoveries,
it was evident the price and rate of southsaying
would come down to nothing.

If this put them upon stratagem and art, in order
to keep up their credit, and maintain the distance
between them and the inferior rank of men, it is
not to be wondered at; and these stratagems were
of several kinds, as the occasion and the wit of the
undertakers presented ; for you are to suppose the
inquiring temper of the common people to be
arrived to such a height, that nothing could pass
with them for true, at least nothing which had
any novelty in it, unless it was confirmed by some
strange thing, some sign, some miracle to be
wrought, by which the mind receiving a due im-